UNDER SECRETARYSHIP FOR IRELAND. 



RETURN to an Order of tlie Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 25 February 1869 ',—for, 

COPY “ of a Letter from the Chief Secretary for Ireland, dated the 10th 
day of January 1854, recommending that the Offi.ce of, Tender Secretary 
should in future be considered of a Permanent Character ; together with a 
Copy of the Treasury Minute thereon, and of the further Letter of the 
Chief Secretary on the subject.” 



Treasury Chambers, 1 
26 February 1869.J 



ACTON S. AYRTON. 



— No. 1. — 

The Chief Secretary for Ireland to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. 

My Lords, Dublin Castle, 10 January 1854. 

Adverting to the correspondence which has already taken place with the 
Treasury on the subject of the payment of superannuation abatements by the 
Under Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant 
to state to your Lordships that his Excellency deems it desirable that the 
payment of superannuation abatements by the Under Secretary should be sanc- 
tioned, both because such sanction would seem to be in accordance with the 
terms and intention of the 4 & 5 "Will. 4, c. 24 ; and also and mainly because 
his Excellency is of opinion that the appointment of Under Secretary should be 
considered a permanent appointment, and not liable to change with every change 
of Administration. 

It is only of late years, since 1835, that thepractice has grown up of considering 
this office political, and to be filled by a gentleman attached to the party in 
power. There is nothing in the duties assigned to the office which invest it with 
this character ; on the contrary, it is of moment that the business chiefly con- 
nected with the local administration of justice, the supervision of the constabulary, 
and the regular routine of the Executive Government in its details, should, as 
far as possible, be dissevered from party and political influence, and be under- 
stood to be held by an officer not interested in, nor even liable to, the suspicion 
of such influence. 

As on a change of Government, the Lord Lieutenant, the Lord Chancellor, 
the Chief Secretary, and the law officers, including the law advisers, necessarily 
go out of office, it is obvious that grave public inconveniences might arise from 
the removal of all the parties acquainted with the train and current of business ; 
and it would therefore be advantageous to revert to the former usage in this 
country with regard to the Under Secretary, and to replace that officer on the 
footing which it is clear was originally contemplated, and in conformity with 
the similar office in all the Government Departments in England. 

In the present instance Major Larcom was selected simply on the ground of 
his accurate acquaintance with the condition and business of Ireland. He was 
transferred from a Commissionership of Public Works to the office of Under 
Secretary without any view to party or political considerations, and his appoint- 
ment may fairly be looked upon as a promotion from one branch of the Perma- 
nent Civil Establishment to another. He has for several years paid superannua- 
tion abatements, and should, as under the terms of the Act he is clearly entitled, 
70. be 
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be directed to continue the payments, otherwise a grievance will be inflicted 
upon a deserving public servant. Should your Lordships concur in these views, 
his Excellency desires me to point out that, as the office of Under Secretary is 
now held by an officer of long service and distinguished merit, who has never in 
any way intermeddled in politics, it is not likely that a better opportunity will 
present itself for reverting to the ancient and sound system of looking upon the 
Under Secretary as a permanent appointment. 

I have &c. 

(signed) John Young. 

The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

&c. &c. &c. 



— No. 2. — 

Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 17th January 1S54. 

Read letter from the Chief Secretary for Ireland, dated 10th instant, on the 
subject of Major Larcom’s claim to have abatements made from his salary, as 
Under Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, under the provisions of the 
Act 4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 24. 

My Lords refer to the former correspondence on this subject. 

It is stated in the present letter of the Chief Secretary, that the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland deems it desirable that this claim of Major Larcom should 
be sanctioned, both because such sanction is in accordance with the terms 
and intentions of the Superannuation Act, and also, and mainly, because 
His Excellency is of opinion that the appointment of Under Secretary should 
be considered permanent, and not liable to change with every change of 
Administration.. 

On referring to the Act of 4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 24, and the Schedule annexed 
thereto, it clearly appears that the office of Under Secretary in Ireland was one 
of those intended to be included in its provisions, and it. would seem to have 
been only of late years that the practice has arisen of treating it as a political 
appointment. 

My Lords entirely concur in the opinion expressed by the Lord Lieutenant, 
that it is most desirable to sever this appointment, as much as possible, from all 
party and political influence, and restore its permanent character ; and they 
agree with his Excellency in thinking that no better opportunity could be 
taken for endeavouring to effect this object than that which is offered by the 
appointment of an officer like Major Larcom, who has been selected by the 
Lord Lieutenant solely on account of his superior merit and qualifications, who- 
has long been actively engaged in the service of the public, and gave up the 
permanent situation of Commissioner of Public Works when he was called upon 
to undertake the duties of Under Secretary, and who has never evinced any 
disposition to connect himself with the strife of parties. 

Under these circumstances, my Lords will give the necessary directions to 
the Paymaster of Civil Services to make the usual abatements from Major 
Larcom’s salary. 

At the same time, however, it appears to my Lords that, if the office of 
Under Secretary in Ireland is to be replaced on a, permanent footing, it will be 
proper, on the occasion of the next vacancy, to revise the salary of the office. 

The salary at present attached to the appointment is 1,900 l. per annum, with 
an allowance for fuel, &c., of 375 l. 

Their Lordships desire to submit for the consideration of his JExcellency the 
Lord Lieutenant whether this allowance of 375 l. should not cease hereafter, and 
the future salary be fixed at 2,000 1. per annum, without any other allowance or 
emolument. 

That is the amount of salary affixed to the office of Under Secretaries of 
State in this- country, whose position appears to. be analagous to that of the 
Irish Under Secretary., 

Transmit 
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Transmit copy of this Minute to the Chief Secretary for the information of 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and request he will move his Excellency to 
favour my Lords with his opinion upon the subject of the future salary of the 
Under Secretary. 

Write to the Paymaster of Civil Services and desire that he will make the 
usual abatements for superannuation from the salary of Major Larcom as Under 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, from the date of his appointment. 



— ■ No. 3.— 

The Chief Secretary for Ireland to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

Sir, 7 February 1854. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 23rd January, and of a copy of the Treasury Minute, placing the 
office of Under Secretary on a permanent footing, as recommended by his 
Excellency, and to express his gratification that this decision has been 
arrived at. 

His Excellency concurs with my Lords in the opinion that in future the salary 
of the Under Secretary should be fixed at 2,000/. per annum, without any other 
allowance or emolument, thus placing the Under Secretary in Ireland in the 
same position as the Under Secretaries of State in England. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Young. 
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8 March l8fi 9 . ' d ' 



• . • . ‘ Under l os. 
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